|
"HIS  %l&



I # ) #HE+

# )), 1+ 1) *4f
#, ) ( %! ¥
# 0, +0*, *+ #1

)

#(

2/



Y1, +.+) 0 %1+

' " #$ %&, (L+

O #% . !. +) + + !*( 4)
Py r+* ## #% ! +) %!
L+* 1))y Do t+)1
0! 1% # ) LI+, % # %
%' ( % D1 # %'# 1

LX) " 101) 0 )* ) 2/1
111 34 ) T#F #r+, ) #(
)), '+ D #, ) |

# , +0!, *+ #1& ) )
O + ." I+ *+ )y# 11 0l
51 1''1 )1 4 #,)4)

L *(16)0) *)* 11 %l %
51 16 %0l +)! 6)  #!(
O H)I 1.1 0 WHL5!) +# %! + .
") M) L %I %!, %) 11
7 # %!1 ! # %! +)0* +

#) L+ 1
%! 11 %!0ol!'1! 1 +1. +8
V) #. %!l

B Y+ 1 O# Y+ # #) 1)
ol #1

91 N#l

#
%! 1 *(

# 1
%!
1)1
%!
I
% 1

)* ]

*|!)



5 1" . )0 ( T+ # )

EUD O+ # 1)y 1
%!&1
0! ' I' I# .+ ) I

N N L

N0 D1 DI %O I I#+# ]
W LT H) #) + #%) ) # 1#)

) rr gy ) #1040

)  *+, 1) )O

% hH., I L # 11
") I #&(, , O'+)lL+

L #1 ) # ) ) .#)4))

A FHINL R+ B # r+ )(F
*+ 0 #HT L&
) )+ D) &(, O #
L #')0* ) ##)+) #+#)
o# #.1 )1

N * ' #'* 1)y . )
*+ ' I = #
tx YO )HlL+  #% 18
#IN o+ 1 ) H+H) #

) . L PEE )# L )+ H
Y O(# 1 # )H 1
*+( 1$ L CH#END ). ) "1

!
" #g

C# )0
NI
TN
% 0!

1

1)+ 1) 1#



%

)+



Sheep and Goats Week

Purpose: This activity is designed to get the Brotherhood to reach out in love to those
whom it normally would not reach out to with love.

Planning Time: It will take approximately 15 minutes to plan this activity.

Execution Time: It will take approximately 8 days to execute this activity.

Presiding Officers: It is suggested the President, Chaplain, or Service Chairman preside
over this activity.

Implementation: At a Brotherhood meeting, the presiding officer shall say to the
Brotherhood “I declare this sheep and goat week”. He will then read Matthew 25, verse
31-46.

The presiding officer will then instruct the Brotherhood that they are to be sheeihev
next week. They are to seek out some of the “least of these”, and show them an act of
love. They are to record, on paper, where they showed one of the “least of thege” an ac
of love, what the act of love was, and when it was.

At the following Brotherhood meeting, the Steward shall greet each Brotheeasehe.

The Brothers shall hand their record of loving one of the “least of these” to thar&te

who will then seat them on the right side of the room. If a Brother does not have the
record of his act of love, or did not perform his act of love that week, he shall be seated
on the left side of the room.

Optional: The presiding officer may prepare a prize (food, drink, etc) for the Brothers
who are sheep (seated on the right side) and/or prepare a punishment for the Brothers
who are goats (seated on the left side).



Triple Love Service

Purpose: This activity is designed to get the Brotherhood to reach out in love three times
to the same person/group/place in three different, but connected, ways.

Planning Time: It will take approximately 3 hours to plan this activity.

Execution Time: It will take approximately 3 days to execute this activity (3 different
one day periods).

Presiding Officers: It is suggested the President or Service Chair preside over this
activity. It is also recommended that a (small) group be formed to oversee thaglanni
process along side the presiding officer.

Implementation: C.S. Lewis tells us that in our service, we can exhibit three types of

love. There is “need-love”, where we meet someone’s need through our actions. This i
exhibited, for example, when we give water to someone who is thirsty. These is al
“unexpected love”, where we show our love through an unexpected action. This is
exhibited, for example, when we send flowers to someone “just because”. Finadly, the

is “abundant love”, where we meet someone’s needs, and then exceed the need and cross
into wants, as well. This is exhibited, for example, when someone is thirsty, amgdewe g

them the best tasting beverage we have available to us.

The presiding officer shall work (possibly with a committee) to selectigieat of the

triple love service. A date will be set for three Brotherhood service proyétishe

recipient. The first will be spent serving the recipient only through “neesl-l The

second will be spent serving the recipient only through “unexpected love”, and the third
only through “abundant love”.

Suggested Implementations:

A widow in the community: Need-love may be doing a household chore.
Unexpected love may be bringing the widow her favorite food. Abundant love
may be mowing the lawn, and planting in a garden around the house.

A summer camp: Need-love may be maintenance work to ready the camp. Need
love may be the creation of a gift for the staff. Abundant love may be



Agape Writings: Alumni

Purpose:To show love to our alumni Brothers without any expectation of return.

Planning Time: Less than 15 minutes.

Execution Time: Approximately one hour.

Presiding Officers: Suggested to be either the President or Alumni Chair.

Implementation: A list of chapter alumni, and their mailing address, should be brought
to the activity. Participating members of the fraternity should choose alumntheohst,
preferably ones they do not know.

Each participating member is to write a letter to their selected alutmmiletters are to
proclaim the love they have for the actions of the alumni in creating the fratemdk

shaping it into what it is today. The letters are not to solicit a responsejan auiney

or any other gain from the alumni, but rather just to express honest appreciationtfor wha
has been done.

Optional: This activity may be repeated 2-4 times per academic period, espedthll
chapters with a large number of alumni.

This activity may be done as a pledge project, as well.



Agape Writings: Pledges

Purpose:To show love to those we will soon call "Brother" without any expectation of
return.

Planning Time: Less than 15 minutes.

Execution Time: Approximately one hour.

Presiding Officers: Suggested to be either the President or Pledgemaster

Implementation: A list of current pledges, and their campus addresses, should be
brought to the activity. Participating members of the fraternity should choageple
from the list, preferably ones they do not know.

Each participating member is to write a letter to their selected pl&tigdetters are to
proclaim the love they have for the pledge that they look forward to sharing with them on
a fraternity level, and how they believe they can shape the future of the worlduthk,c

and the fraternity.

Optional: Have every Brother participate, and send one letter to each pledge. Choose a
different pledge to send letters to each week.



Agape Writings: Actives

Purpose:To show love to our those who are most closely our fellow workers with God.

Planning Time: Less than 25 minutes.

Execution Time: Approximately one hour.

Presiding Officers: Suggested to be either the President or Chaplain.

Implementation: Place the name of each Brother in a hat, and have every active Brother
draw a name from the hat. That Brother is then to write a letter to the Bndibse

name he has chosen, and tell him of the love he has for him, the love he sees in him, and
to remind him of anecdotes showing the Love of Christ he has displayed.

Optional: This activity may be repeated as often as the Brotherhood needs reminded of
the love they have for each other: Perhaps even weekly.



Agape Writings: Non-Brothers

Purpose:To show love to our members of our immediate community who are not
official members of Sigma Theta Epsilon.

Planning Time: Less than 30 minutes.

Execution Time: Approximately one hour.

Presiding Officers: Suggested to be either the President or Chaplain

Implementation: The Brotherhood (or planning committee) should brainstorm and
determine members of the surrounding community (churches, faculty, staff, other
students) who impact their lives, but are not official members of the frgteFhie

Brothers should then write letters to these selected individuals, tellingotitie love

the Brotherhood has for them, the love the Brotherhood sees in them, and to remind them
of anecdotes showing the Love of Christ they has displayed. The letters stotwde no
attempts to solicit any return from the recipients.

Optional: This activity may also be implemented towards those who do not positively
impact the Brotherhood. Remember, Christ taught us to pray for those who persgcute us
too.



Agape Writings: Another Campus Organization

Purpose:To show love to another organization on our campus, and to promote unity.

Planning Time: Less than 30 minutes.

Execution Time: Approximately one hour.

Presiding Officers: Suggested to be either the President, Service Chair, or Chaplain

Implementation: The Brotherhood (or planning committee) should brainstorm and
determine campus organizations that would benefit from receiving letters oindve a
encouragement. Upon selecting the organization(s), the Brotherhood, or committee,
should compose a letter to the organization encouraging them through words of love, and
stories of how that organization is impacting the campus through their actions of love.
The letters should include no attempts to solicit any return from the recipients

Optional: The Brotherhood may also opt to write letters individually to members of the
organization. The Brotherhood may find it best to write letters immediatelyebafior
organization embarks on a large scale activity, as a means of encounagmd his

activity may also be implemented towards those who do not positively impact the
Brotherhood. Remember, Christ taught us to pray for those who persecute us, too.



Loving Introductions

Purpose: To show spontaneous love to the other members of our chapter.

Planning Time: Less than 5 minutes.

Execution Time: Approximately 10 minutes.

Presiding Officers: Suggested to be either the President or Secretary

Implementation: The presiding officer should instruct the Brotherhood at the beginning
of a Brotherhood business meeting that roll will not be called in a traditional manner.
Instead, the Brothers will form a circle. When a Brother’'s name is cdildy are

present, the Brother immediately to their right shall indicate their predgnstating
"<Brothers name> is here, and | love him because ...", and fill in a reason, that would be
(at least somewhat) specific to that Brother.

Optional: The choice of Brother can be to the left, or any way the presiding officer
desires, as long as every Brother present gets to be told why they araaluygets to
tell another Brother why they love them. This can also be done at pledge meetings,
officer meetings, and alumni events.



Movie Night and Discussion

Purpose:To find great examples of love in modern society, and to discuss how that
impacts us and motivates us.

Planning Time: 10-45 minutes.

Execution Time: Approximately three to four hours.

Presiding Officers: Suggested to be any willing Brother.

Implementation: The Brotherhood (or planning committee) should brainstorm and
determine a movie that they feel has an overarching theme of love. They shaould the
determine a time for the Brotherhood to watch the movie together. The coemittbe
presiding officer, should prepare questions and prompts for discussion about the love
seen in the movie, and how it might impact and motivate us in our lives. Underlying
themes and symbolism should be given great attention.

Optional: The Brotherhood may wish to find four different movies, and have one for
each of the types of love (see discussion topics section of this Program Boakdor m
details), and then have a fifth discussion night to talk about the four different theches, a
compare and contrast all things love in the movies. This activity also may ryake a
Rush activity.

This activity may also be done with other types of media. Books are an excellsd,s
as well as songs, albums, and television shows.



Rewrite 1 Corinthians 13 in modern day language

Purpose:To provide a better understanding of ourselves, our faith, and our world.

Planning Time: Less than 15 minutes.

Execution Time: Approximately one hour.

Presiding Officers: Suggested to be either the President or Chaplain.

Implementation: The presiding officer should bring printed off copies of 1 Corinthians
13 (aka the “Love Chapter”) to the activity, either one for each Brother, or onacfor e
group that will be working together. The groups/individuals should then work on
"translating” the chapter to modern English. Some specific questions we naigihton
consider are:

What are today’s "tongues"?
What is a “resounding gong” or a “clanging cymbal” today?

Each individual or group should then read their revised version, and allow for questions
and discussion on the changes made. The questions and discussion should be or an
encouraging nature, provoking us to grow and understand how we perceive each other,
our modern world, and the way we are to take God's love into that world.

Note: It is acceptable for a person/group to conclude they need not change any language
provided they can back-up that point of view. The point of the activity, however, is not to
debate the infallibility of the Bible, the timelessness of the Bible, or théigaailf one
translation over another, and the presiding officer should be careful to not allowrit to t
into such.

Optional: This activity may be repeated with other loving chapters of the Bible. 1 John 4
and Ephesians 5 are two such examples.



Be a Good Neighbor

Purpose: To extend the love of God to our neighbors, through prayer and action.

Planning Time: 10-45 minutes. Could be greater depending on the depth of chosen
activity.

Execution Time: Will vary, depending on the chosen activity.

Presiding Officers: Suggested to be the President, Service Chair, or Steward.

Implementation: The Brotherhood, or a small committee, will consider the question
Jesus posed in Luke chapter ten "Who is my neighbor"?

The Pharisees of Jesus' time had a very narrow view on who exactly their nergkbor
Jews. Jesus, as he presented the story commonly known as "The Good Samaritan Story"
gave us a broader view of who our neighbor might be, and what it might look like to be a
good neighbor. Hence, the Brotherhood should consider who they will call a neighbor,
and how they might help them.

For some chapters, this answer might be obvious: if you have a chapter house, you have
physical neighbors in a commonly understood sense. For other chapters, the answer
might be less obvious. For all chapters, the answer might come as a number of different
types of people. Whatever the case, the Brotherhood should see how they can show love,
through action, from a position of strength, to meet needs of the neighbor(s) they identify.

A contact person should then contact the identified neighbor(s), and offer thaf acts
love in the ways the chapter has decided, and work alongside their selected n®igbbor(
accomplish the set task(s).

Optional: Work with local groups (charities, churches, etc) to put a contact name for
your chapter in the community and allow any of your neighbors to contact you with
specific requests.



Say The Words

Purpose:To tell as many people as possible of the love of God.

Planning Time: 10-20 minutes.

Execution Time: Will vary, depending on the chosen time frame.

Presiding Officers: Suggested to be the President or Chaplain.

Implementation: Nikki Cruz, an evangelist and former gang leader, says his life was
changed completely by three words: Jesus loves you.

In a world of flash and style, interactive websites, HDTV, YouTube, and so ntagry ot
impactfull media outlets, it is sometimes easy to forget the power of wordtheBut

power of what we say, and how we represent ourselves, our Brotherhood, and our God
through our words cannot be overstated.

In this activity, the Brotherhood will have a specified period of time whereip thidrbe

a challenge to see which Brother can tell others verbally about the love of Godsthe m
The specified period of time could be anywhere from one day, to one month, to one
academic period, or anything in between.

The challenge should not take priority over the actual words being said. The purpose of
this activity is not to meet and greet a great number of people, but rather it isessexpr
the love of God as we know it and we have experienced it to people in an honest fashion.

Optional: A prize may be given to the Brother with the highest number of successes. A
select phrase to use can be selected as the phrase to use.



Letters to our Father

Purpose: To attempt to put into words the love we have for our God.

Planning Time: 15-30 minutes.

Execution Time: 30-60 minutes.

Presiding Officers: Suggested to be the Chaplain

Implementation: We all have probably written a love letter at some point in time in our
lives. We can all probably think back to a special lady in high school who caught our eye
and caused us to write something, an embarrassing "check yes or noh letiedle

school, or some other such memory implanted in our minds.

Consider now, attempting to put into words, the feelings we have for our God. A love
much greater and much different than what we experienced to cause us taterge le
seeking human affection will need a letter much different.

The idea here is to be creative, and honest, and to come up with something unique to say
to God about Him, His love, the relationship you have with Him, and so much more.
Depending on the implementation, these letters may be shared publicly with the
Brotherhood, or be kept for private use only, so the content of letters might vary based
upon that.

Optional: Often, we can separate the three "personas” of God into Creator (Father),
Redeemer (Son), and Sustainer (Holy Spirit). As such, you might want to entertain
repeating this activity to specifically address the feelings you foaeach of these
"personas"”. Also, letters of admiration to those listed in Hebrews Chapterwdl] as
other great pillars of faith, could be a good extensions and/or repetition of thityacti



(Be) The Power of Love

Purpose:To aide others who are spreading the love of God by providing them
manpower.

Planning Time: 1 hour to several weeks.

Execution Time: Will depend on the activity.

Presiding Officers: Suggested to be the President, Vice President, or Service Chair.

Implementation: The power of love is more than a catchy tune. It's something that
Sigma Theta Epsilon can be.

In every community, there are churches, charities, organizations, groups, arduaddi

with great plans for ways to show and spread the love of God. They depth of their vision
is matched only by the void of manpower available to them to complete the tasks they
dream up.

This is where Sigma Theta Epsilon comes in. We can make contact with the groups,
churches, and people that are dreaming of big ways to spread God's love. We can make
an impact by just saying "let us help", "use us", "put us to work", or "let useh@tver

of love".

We can make a difference without needing to worry about details, but just by being
obedient to those that already have a call from God in their heart. We can hg willi
flesh, to those with a strong spirit.

Optional: In many communities, there are standing or on-going activities that can use
volunteer power. Soup kitchens, homeless shelters, small churches, Chrysalis and
Emmaus weekends, and many other opportunities. Allowing these communities to have a
pipeline for work can be a wonderful blessing for them. Additionally, largercgervi

projects of this type can be planned for school breaks.



Innovation Love Activity

Purpose:To find a new and creative way to show the love of God.

Planning Time: Will vary.

Execution Time: Will vary.

Presiding Officers: Any Brother ambitious enough.

Implementation: The Brotherhood, a committee, or a single Brother will come up with a
new idea for an activity to exhibit a life of love. The Brotherhood should then execute the
activity, and report it for consideration for the innovation award using the online
reporting tools.

Optional: Challenge the Brothers to see how many activities you can come up with and
execute.



%



The Beatitudes

Leader: Blessed are the poor in spirit
Brotherhood: Teach us to love those to whom the Kingdom of Heaven belongs

oo oo or e

: Blessed are those who mourn
: Teach us to love those who need comfort

Blessed are the meek

: Teach us to love those who will inherit the earth

Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness

: Teach us to love those who will be filled

Blessed are the merciful

: Teach us to love those who will be shown mercy

Blessed are the pure of heart

: Teach us to love those who will see God

Blessed are the peacemakers

: Teach us to love those who are called sons of God

Blessed are those who are persecuted because of righteousness

: Teach us to love all

God of our Fathers

Leader: God of our the Fathers of our Faith, teach us to love in your perfect love
Brotherhood: All that you do is perfect, and we wish to love like you

oo oW

Teach us the love that overcame the fears of Moses

: Let our love encourage others around us

Teach us the love that allowed David to lead

. Let our love shine paths for those we encounter

Teach us the love that granted Solomon his wisdom

: Let our love be the source of all our wisdom

Teach us the love that gave boldness to Simon, and changed him to Peter

: Let our love be bold and strong

Teach us the love that changed the life of Paul

: Let our love change the lives of those around us



Unworthy of His Love

Brotherhood: We are a sinful Brotherhood. We do not keep the commands of our God.
We do not love fully. Our pride blinds us from the needs of those around us, and from the
anger in our own hearts. We do not love as fully as we should. It takes a divine God to
inspire us in our love. We are unworthy of that God, and unworthy of that love. We ask,
pray, beg, and plead that you bestow upon us this divine love that is available only
through the Holy Spirit.

God of All Loves

Brotherhood: The God of all loves is the God we serve. He who is the master of Agape,
the only one able to perfectly deliver the most perfect of loves. He who gives us the mos
intimate of Philia, who knows us in a Brotherly way closer than we even know ourselves
The God of storge, who loves us as the Father who watches over us, loving us through
grace and discipline. And the God of Eros, who created such a love so as to teach us the
ways of love. Lord, we pray, that you teach us to love as you do, in all the ways you do.

God of Philia

Leader: Our God is also our Brother.

Brotherhood: He is the God of Philia.
: He walks beside us.

: He is the God who knows Brotherly love.
He knows the struggles of life.

: He is the God who understands our troubles
He is a part of our Brotherhood.

: He is the God who knows the spirit of Philoi.
Our God is also our Brother.

: He is the God of Philia

Wrororr o

God of Agape

Leader: Listen, my Brothers. Our God is a God of love. We cannot see his face, but we
know He loves us. We cannot see his body, but we can feel the warmth of His smile
falling upon us. We can do nothing to earn and deserve His love, but he will continue to
give it to us. He is perfect, just as is His love. He lifts us from low places, andusends
love offerings each day. He gives to us out of love and does not expect a reward back
from us. He is the God of Agape.



God of Eros

Brotherhood: Oh God our God, you have created all loves. The love we know best is
Eros, the love between a man and a woman. We see it all around us, and we are given
mixed signals about what it means. But we know and trust that you, our God, is the God
of Eros. We trust in you, and you alone, for an understanding of this love you have
created, that we may seek and find it, and give glory to you through it. Guide us in our
quest for Eros, and let us follow your path to perfect Eros love, oh God of Eros.

God of Storge

Brotherhood: Our Father, who is in Heaven, you are a being composed of and radiating
love. We claim your Storge love as our own. We claim that love that comes to us as your
children, and we offer back the obedience and love that comes from being your children.
Guide us in your Storge love, that we may more clearly find your will, and sharew#is |
with others. You are the God of Storge.

The Trinity of Love

Leader: Hear my Brothers, our God loves us.
Brotherhood: Thanks be to God for his love.
. Our Father loves us.
: Thanks be to God for his love.
In His love, he created us.
: Thanks be to God for his love.
Our Lord Jesus loves us.
: Thanks be to God for his love.
In His love, he redeemed us through His blood.
: Thanks be to God for his love.
The Holy spirit loves us.
: Thanks be to God for his love.
Through love, He sustains us.
: Thanks be to God for his love.
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The Father of Love

Brotherhood: Oh Lord our God, our Father in heaven, hear us as we proclaim our love
for you. Our love and admiration for creating us in your image. Our love and
thankfulness for sending your only Son to die a painful death on the cross for our sins.
Our love and gratitude for comforting us and empowering us through your Sgirste Pr

be to you, Oh God, for you have created love, and you show it to us each day. You are
the Father of love.

The Spirit of Love

Leader: Holy Spirit, come and fill us with love.

Brotherhood: Holy Spirit, let us feel your presence.

L: Let us be inspired to love in your perfect example.

B: Let us be inspired to love all we see and interact with.

L: Help us to share your perfect love.

B: Help us to share you in love.

For you are the Spirit of Love, and we ask for your guidance.

The Redeemer of Love

Brotherhood: By your Blood, you redeemed us in Love. By your words, you taught us in
love. By your example, you guided us in love. By your resurrection, you gave us hope in
love. By your ascension, you empowered us in love. By your life, you gave us love. You
are Jesus. You are our Redeemer. You are the Redeemer who came, lived, left and wil
return. All, in the name of love.

Love from the Cross

Leader: From the Cross, Love calls out to us. From the Cross, Love has a frozen moment
in time. From the Cross, Love has captured us. from the Cross, we have been given the
perfect example of Love. From the Cross, sacrifice has shown us the true nofaning

Love. Many see pain on the cross, we see Love. Perfect Love from our God and our
Savior. Love from the Cross.



Love from Dust

Brotherhood: From the dust we were created. In your image, to be like you, and to love
like you. It was in love and through love that you created us. It was your deswmedor |

that caused you to stir the dust to create us. And we desire to love you back. To love you
with every bit of our bodies, that are made from dust. To love you, until we return to dust.
And then from our dust, our love for you and our love for us shall arise again.

Love from the Sky

Leader: We look to the sky.
Brotherhood: We see an example of your love.
A new dawn, and a new day.
: An example of the love you have for us.
Rain falls from heaven, to give life to the earth.
: We see your love falling down upon us.
The clouds attempt to cover the sky
: Nothing can cover your love.
We look to the sky.
: Everywhere we look, we see your love.

Wr oo o

A Love That is Greater

Leader: We look around and we see pain.

Brotherhood: We desire something greater.
We see suffering and strife.

: More for ourselves, our faith, and our world.
We see questions without answers.

: More than just clichés.
We see a world in need.

: More than we have to offer
We see a world in need of love

: A love that is greater than any problem
We see people who need you.

: Help us guide them to your love.

Wroror o W



Love Lifted Me

Leader: | was sinking deep in sin, far from the peaceful shore,
Very deeply stained within, sinking to rise no more,

But the Master of the sea, heard my despairing cry,

From the waters lifted me, now safe am |I.

Brotherhood: Love lifted me! Love lifted me!
When nothing else could help
Love lifted me!

L: All my heart to Him I give, ever to Him I'll cling

In His blesséd presence live, ever His praises sing,

Love so mighty and so true, merits my soul’s best songs,
Faithful, loving service too, to Him belongs.

B: Love lifted me! Love lifted me!
When nothing else could help
Love lifted me!

L: Souls in danger look above, Jesus completely saves,
He will lift you by His love, out of the angry waves.

He’s the Master of the sea, billows His will obey,

He your Savior wants to be, be saved today.

B: Love lifted me! Love lifted me!

When nothing else could help
Love lifted me!

The Love of God

Brotherhood: The love of God is greater far
Than tongue or pen can ever tell;

It goes beyond the highest star,

And reaches to the lowest hell;

The guilty pair, bowed down with care,
God gave His Son to win;

His erring child He reconciled,

And pardoned from his sin.



Love Found a Way

Leader: Wonderful love that rescued me, sunk deep in sin,
Guilty and vile as | could be—no hope within;

When every ray of light had fled, O glorious day!

Raising my soul from out the dead, love found a way.

Brotherhood: Love found a way, to redeem my soul,
Love found a way, that could make me whole.

Love sent my Lord to the cross of shame,

Love found a way, O praise His holy Name!

L: Love brought my Savior here to die on Calvary,

For such a sinful wretch as I, how can it be?

Love bridged the gulf 'twixt me and Heav’'n, taught me to pray,
| am redeemed, set free, forgiv'n, love found a way.

B: Love found a way, to redeem my soul,
Love found a way, that could make me whole.
Love sent my Lord to the cross of shame,
Love found a way, O praise His holy Name!

L: Love opened wide the gates of light to Heav'n’s domain,
Where in eternal power and might Jesus shall reign.

Love lifted me from depths of woe to endless day,

There was no help in earth below; love found a way.

B: Love found a way, to redeem my soul,
Love found a way, that could make me whole.
Love sent my Lord to the cross of shame,
Love found a way, O praise His holy Name!



Expansive Love

Leader: Who is like you, Oh God?
Brotherhood: Heaven is opened up, wide enough for us to walk right in.
We draw close Lord.
: We find that you were here, waiting for us.
We draw close Lord.
: We find your wide expansive love
We draw close Lord.
: We find your love running over us
We draw close Lord.
: We find you asking us to come closer
We draw close Lord.
: We find your wide expansive love

Wroror o wrre

A Craving

Leader: There is a hunger within us. A desire for more than we have. A desire to do
more, to be more, to earn more, to have more. Lord, we offer this empty spot to you. We
ask that you fill it to overflowing with your spirit and your love. We ask that as the
hunger returns, you replace what we have hungered for with a craving for more love.
Lord, inspire us to love more and to serve more. Entice us to always crave more of your
love.

Indestructible Love

Brotherhood: Your Love is all around us, oh Lord.
Your love is indestructible, oh Lord

Sometimes it's hard to find a reason to love,
Sometimes we forget the reason you gave us to love,
But we always remember

Your love is all around us, oh Lord,

Your love is indestructible, oh Lord.



What Do We want?

Leader: Brothers, are we tempted by the riches of the earth?
Brotherhood: No, they are a fading glory.
: Do we desire to rule a glorious kingdom?
: No, we do not desire to see ourselves lifted high.
Do we long for approval from man?
: No, we seek the blessings of a higher calling.
Do we strive for the pleasures of the flesh?
: No, we want to sanctify ourselves.
Brothers, what do we want?
: To love our God, to be loved by Him, and to take His love to others.

Wrororr o

In the Name of Love (Matthew 10)

Leader: Why do we feed those who are hungry?
Brotherhood: We do it in the name of love.
Why do we give something to drink to those who are thirsty?
: We do it in the name of love.
Why do we invite strangers into our homes?
: We do it in the name of love.
Why do we give clothing to the naked?
: We do it in the name of love.
Why do we give care to the sick?
: We do it in the name of love.
Why do we visit those who are in prison?
: We do it in the name of love.

Wroror o W

What Does the Lord Require (Micah 6:8)

Brotherhood: What does the Lord require of us?
Leader: He has already shown us.
: What does the Lord require of us?
To act justly
: What does the Lord require of us?
To walk humbly with your God
: What does the Lord require of us?
To love mercy
: We will go forward and love loving others

o,



John 3:16

Leader: For God so loved the world.

Brotherhood: That he gave His only begotten son.
L: For God so loved the world.

Brotherhood: That whoever would believe in Him.
L: For God so loved the world.

Brotherhood: Would not perish

L: For God so loved the world.

Brotherhood: But have everlasting life.

L: For God so loved the world.

Brotherhood: For God so loved the world.

Your Love Will Guide Us

Brotherhood: Oh Lord, we often do not know what we are looking for. We live in a

world with Google maps, GPS, and many other technical advancements. Yet, it9g so ea
to lose our way. The path you have set out is straight and narrow. We cannot lean on our
own understanding. Our human thoughts and our human ways will fail us. You are our
only hope. Only in you can we find our ways. Only by trusting in you. You will guide us

in your love. You will guide us by your Spirit. We will seek you, and we will find. Your
love will guide us.

Faith, Hope and Love

Leader: And in the end of time, what will remain?

Brotherhood: Faith will remain. That belief and trust in God.
And in the end of time, what will remain?

: Hope will remain. That knowledge that God is all we need.
And in the end of time, what will remain?

: Love will remain. That supernatural essence that gives reason to our lives.
And what is the greatest of these?

: The greatest of these is love.

Wrrworwre



1 Corinthians 13

Brotherhood: If | speak with human eloquence and angelic ecstasy but don't love, I'm
nothing but the creaking of a rusty gate. If | speak God's Word with powerlingvaia

his mysteries and making everything plain as day, and if | have faith thabsays t
mountain, "Jump," and it jumps, but | don't love, I'm nothing. If | give everything | own

to the poor and even go to the stake to be burned as a martyr, but | don't love, I've gotten
nowhere. So, no matter what | say, what | believe, and what | do, I'm bankrupt without
love.

Love never gives up.

Love cares more for others than for self.
Love doesn't want what it doesn't have.
Love doesn't strut,

Doesn't have a swelled head,

Doesn't force itself on others,

Isn't always "me first,"

Doesn't fly off the handle,

Doesn't keep score of the sins of others,
Doesn't revel when others grovel,
Takes pleasure in the flowering of truth,
Puts up with anything,

Trusts God always,

Always looks for the best,

Never looks back,

But keeps going to the end.

Love never dies. Inspired speech will be over some day; praying in tongues will end;
understanding will reach its limit. We know only a portion of the truth, and what we say
about God is always incomplete. But when the Complete arrives, our incomplétes wi
canceled.

When | was an infant at my mother's breast, | gurgled and cooed like any Vifaart.|

grew up, | left those infant ways for good.

We don't yet see things clearly. We're squinting in a fog, peering througgt. 8ut it

won't be long before the weather clears and the sun shines bright! We'bhibéleein, see

it all as clearly as God sees us, knowing him directly just as he knows us!

But for right now, until that completeness, we have three things to do to lead us toward
that consummation: Trust steadily in God, hope unswervingly, love extravagantly. And
the best of the three is love.



Showing the Face of God (1 John 4:12)

Leader: No one has ever seen God.
Brotherhood: How will others come to know Him?

L: Through us.

B: How will this happen?

L: When we love one another, God is made complete.

B: We must always show love, so that God can be made complete
L: God lives in us, and His love is made complete in us.

B: God is love, and we must take him into this dark world.

Psalm 23

Leader: The Lord is my shepherd | shall not want.

Brotherhood: His love shall always sustain me.

L: He makes me lie down in green pastures, He leads me beside still waters.

B: His love guides me and keeps me safe.

L: He restores my soul; He guides me in the paths of righteousness, for His $akee's
B: His love directs me in all that | do

L: Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, | fear no evil, for you
are with me. Your rod and your staff, they comfort me.

B: Nothing can prevail against the power of your love.

L: You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; You have anointed my
head with oil; my cup overflows.

B: You love has made me victorious over all challenges.

L: Surely, goodness and lovingkindness will follow me all the days of my life.

B: And | will dwell in the House of the Lord Forever.

Love Came to Earth

Leader: Hail Mary, full of grace, the Lord is with you.

Brotherhood: The words of Mary when Love began to come to earth
It was as if the child in my womb leaped for joy.

: The words of Elizabeth, as the way for Love was prepared.
Glory! Glory in the Highest!

: The words of Angels, as Love came to earth.
Running along the hillside, leaving their work behind.

: The reaction of shepherds as they came to welcome love to earth.
Sharing with all the people that we can.

: Our reaction, because Love came to earth.
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1. Discussion on the Four Loves

Background: C.S. Lewis wrote a book entitled’te Four Loveés In it, he goes through

the four major types of love (also the four types of love we see in the Greslatian of
Scripture). These loves are Storge (affection love, the love between parent and child)
philia (Brotherly love, associated with friendship), Eros (romantic love, iadedavith a
husband and wife), and Agape (unconditional love, given with no expectation of return).

Questions to ConsiderWhich loves do we individually and corporately (as a chapter)
experience daily, weekly, monthly, etc? Which loves do we individually and cogporat
give? How can we improve in finding balance? What does this cause us to do?

2. Specific Discussion on Agape Love

Background: Agape love is unconditional love. It is given without any expectation of
return. It is the love we see in God, and the sacrifices and blessings he giveotoals. S
say that it is a love that only God can truly give, because He is perfect, Bgagréect
love, and we are imperfect beings. Others claim that finding a way to gesgeAs the
true goal of all mankind.

Questions to ConsiderHow have we seen Agape love in our lives coming from God?
Have we ever received Agape love from other humans? Have we ever given éd\gape |
to God? Have we ever given Agape love to others? How can our chapter show Agape?
How can we individually show Agape? What does this cause us to do?

3. Specific Discussion on Storge Love

Background: Storge love is affectionate love. It is the love seen between parent and
child. It is often seen as the most natural of all loves, expressed in beinghather t
humans without any prompting. Yet, it is absent in the life of some people.

Questions to ConsiderWho do we give Storge love to, since it is clearly not restricted
to the natural parent/child relationship? How can we restore someone who has not
experience the natural Storge love? Who should Sigma Theta Epsilon be giving Storge
love to corporately? What does this cause us to do?



4. Specific Discussion on Philia Love

Background: Philia love should be the one Brothers of Sigma Theta Epsilon are most
familiar with. It is Brotherly love. Love given to a friend, who in turn retuhesPhilia

love. It is nearly impossible to give Philia love without receiving it in return, there

are some who seek to receive Philia love, yet do not seek anyone to give Philia love to.

Questions to ConsiderHow freely does Philia love flow at your Brotherhood? How can
you improve this? Is there always room for improvement? Who do week individually and
corporately seek Philia love from, without seeking to give Philia love to? What dses thi
cause us to do?

5. Specific Discussion on Eros Love

Background: Eros love is the love most commonly described in American Society. It is

the love we see in movies and on television. The love between a man and a women, often
hunted at the expense of all else. It is the goal of almost all Americdres, itas

expressed or not.

Questions to considerWhy is so much weight given to Eros love? Is this the most
important love? Why/Why not? If not, which one is? Why do so many people sacrifice
other loves to try to find Eros love? Have we done this? What does this cause us to do?

6. John 21: 15-23 Discussion 1

Background: After Peter’s denial on the night He was betrayed, Jesus approached Peter
to “reinstate him”. He three times asks him if he loves him, and Peter seeeats to g
frustrated, but the frustration is only apparent in the limited point of view Englisk.g

In the original text, you can see the difference in loves. Originally, JesuPeiskdf he

loves him with Agape love, that is unconditionally. Peter replies that he lovesitiim

Philia love, that is in friendship and brotherly love. But, in the end, Jesus asks Peter if he
loves him with Philia love, and Peter responds that he loves him with Agape love, leaving
us even more confused.

Questions to considerWhat is the difference between giving someone Agape love and
giving someone Philia love? What are the tangible differences? Aregiteenes and

people that we should be giving Philia love to, but we are trying to give them Agape
love? Are there groups and people that we should be giving Agape love to but we are
trying to give them Philia love? What does this cause us to do?



7. John 21: 15-23 Discussion 2

Background: Jesus and Peter seem to have a disagreement about the type of love. In the
early questions, Jesus is asking Peter if he loves him unconditionally, with Agape love
Peter keeps responding that Jesus knows he loves him with brotherly love, with Philia
love. There seems to be something lost in the translation here, and many scholars have
many different theories on the reasons behind this.

Questions to Consideris it possible to really love with Agape, the way that God loves?

If so, how do we get there? If not, why would Jesus ask Peter to do this? Is it because we
should always be pushing us towards the goal of being more like God, even if we can’t
get there? What does this cause us to do?

8. John 21: 15-23 Discussion 3

Background: Jesus has an odd response when Peter tells him that he knows he loves
him. He continually tells him to feed his sheep. It's a very unusual and sedfigEsse.

The selfless response shouldn’t be surprising coming from Jesus, but the nature of the
request can be puzzling.

Questions to ConsiderWhy does Jesus ask Peter to feed his sheep? What does this
mean? Who are the sheep today? How do we feed them? How does this show love? What
does this cause us to do?

9. John 21: 15-23 Discussion 4

Background: It might be worth noting that Peter and Jesus only discuss two types of
love: Agape and Phillia. It might have been natural for them to mention storge, the
fatherly and affection type of love. Eros would probably have been a stretch, however

Questions to ConsiderDoes God love us with all four loves? Do we love God with all
four loves? Do we lovANYONE with all four loves? What would it look like if we did
love someone with all four loves? What does this cause us to do?

10. 1 Corinthians 13 Discussion 1 (Verses 1-3)

Background: The start of what many refer to as the “love chapter” starts very pbetical
Paul speaks of many things that fail to hold up next to love when there is a comparison
made. Prophecy, self-sacrifice, and speaking in tongues are all thingslttatémpare

to love.

Questions to ConsiderWhat are things in today’s life that we think are great, but pale
in comparison to love? What are things we think are making a difference, but are just
“clanging cymbals”? What is the modern day version of tongues? What doeaiges ca
us to do?



11. 1 Corinthians 13 Discussion 2 (Verses 4-7)

Background: The poet in Paul continues in the second part of the “love chapter”. Here,
we find out some of the qualities of love. Patience, humbleness, trusting, hopeful,
perseverance, and many other traits we should admire and look to develop in ourselves.

Questions to Considerif we love more, can we be more like love? Or at least have
more of the qualities of love that Paul describes here? How are we, individually and
corporately, failing to live up to the qualities of love? How can we change thisakow
we succeeding? What does this cause us to do?

12. 1 Corinthians 13 Discussion 3 (Verse 8a)

Background: Paul makes an important and emphatic statement here. “Love never fails”.
Think about some of the word there: never and fails. Both of those bring up powerful
attached thoughts. And yet we can attribute this quality to love without reservation.

Questions to Considerif we are made for love, why do we fail when love does not? Is
it because our love is not perfect? Is it because our love is not good enough? Or is it
because we falil, regardless of our attempts to love? How and why do we fail inllpvidua
and corporately? What does this cause us to do?

13. 1 Corinthians 13 Discussion 4 (Verse 1-12)

Background: Near the end of the chapter, Paul makes a statement that seems somewhat
out of place. He mentions the difference between being a child and being a man, and how
it changes not only us, but the world as we perceive it. It seems odd to include this in the
middle of the “love chapter”. However, it is important to consider, as the maturation
process is very important to all of us.

Questions to ConsiderDoes loving make us men? How so? How does love and doing
loving acts and pondering loving ways change us? How does it change our perception of
the world? What does this cause us to do?

14. 1 Corinthians 13 Discussion 5 (Verse 13)

Background: Paul now tells us that only three things remain: faith, hope, and love. Love
is naturally in place here, as the chapter has focused on this, but faith and hope seem to
have jumped in uninvited and a bit out of place. It's probably worth considering why
these are connected, and why they are introduced in the chapter at this point in time

Questions to ConsiderWhat do we have hope for? What do we place our hope in?
What do have faith in? What do we have faith for? How are faith, hope and love related?
How do we make the three intertwined? What does this cause us to do?



15. 1 Corinthians 13 Discussion 6 (Is love the greatest
our lives/fraternity?) (Verse 13)

Background: Paul makes another bold statement about love, and about faith and hope.
He says that while these three remain, love is the greatest. No doubt about i$, #ahere i
clear order, and love is at the top. The greatest. Nothing that lasts is as goaal as |

Questions to Consideris love the greatest thing in our lives? The one thing that gets the
most focus? What about in our brotherhood? If not, how can we make it so? What do we
need to change? What does this cause us to do?

16. 1 Corinthians 13 Discussion 7 (What is the
underlying call to action in this chapter)

Background: Looking at the chapter as a whole, we see plenty of poetry. Love is
personified, described, compared, and in the end, named great and triumphant. It's a
journey any hero would love to have, and words of praise most humans would envy.

Questions to ConsiderWhat is the underlying call to action in this chapter? How can
we personify love in our lives? How can our chapters and our National Brotherhood
personify love? What does this cause us to do?

17. John 15: 9-14 Discussion 1

Background: This passage opens with a bold statement by Jesus: As the Father has loved
me, so have | loved you. And then, a request for Jesus that we remain in His love. The
Love the Father has for Jesus is hard to describe. After all, God loves & jpgdeand

Jesus is his only Son. At the same time, He does send Jesus to his death asi@ sacrifi
lamb. Discovering exactly how the Father loves the Son could puzzle us foatgerer

Questions to Consideris it possible for us to emulate the love that existed between
Jesus and the Father? What does this love look like? What would our attempts to emulate
this love look like? What does this cause us to do?

18. John 15: 9-14 Discussion 2

Background: Here, we are told what the greatest example of love is: laying down your
life for your friend. This is a great and awesome command, and one that cannot be done
without serious commitment. After all, there’s no turning back!

Questions to ConsiderObviously, Jesus literally laid down his life, but can we
figuratively lay our lives down for our friends? What are some ways to do this?sNho i
God asking us to lay parts of our lives down for? What does this cause us to do?



19. Luke 10: 25-29 Discussion 1

Background: Again, we are given a text that tells us about a “greatest”. This time, w
get the greatest commandment, which is to Love the Lord with all our heart, soul,
strength, and mind. And, we are given the runner-up, which is to love our neighbor as
ourselves. Many say that these two commandments sum up the Ten Commandments.

Questions to ConsiderWhat do our actions say about what we consider the greatest
commandment(s)? What do we put ahead of loving God with everything we have? Is this
another impossible command, where we should be happy attempting to reach as close as
we can? What does this cause us to do?

20. Luke 10: 25-29 Discussion 2

Background: Here, we focus on the second greatest commandment, to love our neighbor
as ourselves. Where the lawyer asks about a definition of who is neighbor is, there is
perhaps a need to question other things, rather than splitting hairs about to whom we
should show this awesome level of love.

Questions to ConsiderHow do we love our neighbor as ourselves? What actions do we
perform? How does this apply to someone with low self-esteem? If you hatelfjalos
you have the right to hate your neighbor? What does this cause us to do?

21. Luke 10: 25-29 Discussion 3 (What does it look like
to love God with all our heart, soul, strength andnind?)

Background: All our heart. All our soul. All our strength. All our mind. Four things that
are very tough to compute how we would give any of them. And yet, we are askeel to gi
all four, without any hesitation or reservation.

Questions to ConsiderWhat does it look like to love God with all our heart, soul,
strength, and mind? What can we accomplish if we put all of us into something? What
can we accomplish if we put all of us into love? What does this cause us to do?



22. Luke 10: 25-37 Discussion 1

Background: This is a very well-known story, one that has been adopted many times

into fables, children’s tales, and other tales of morals. The Good Samaritan, and the
reason it is good to not be closed-minded on who we help. Keep in mind, as you read the
text, the status of Samaritans in this day and age, and how they were veywezed

as beneath Jews, and often unworthy to even share land with them.

Questions to ConsiderThere are often three roles in this story: the priest, the Levite,
and the Samatritan. I'm sure we can all think of times we’'ve played all theee Ta
whom do we play each role? Why? How do we choose who gets each treatment?
Shouldn’t we always try to play the same role? What does this cause us to do?

23.Luke 10: 25-37 Discussion 2 (What is the charge in today’s world?)

Background: This is a very well-known story, one that has been adopted many times

into fables, children’s tales, and other tales of morals. The Good Samaritan, and the
reason it is good to not be closed-minded on who we help. Keep in mind, as you read the
text, the status of Samaritans in this day and age, and how they were veywezed

as beneath Jews, and often unworthy to even share land with them.

Questions to ConsiderWhat similar task are we charged with in today’s world? Who
needs our help? Are we charged to just help, or also to “blow the whistle” on those who
do not help, but should? Are we guilty of walking past those in need, and leaving the task
for others who should do the work for us? What does this cause us to do?

24.Luke 10: 25-37 Discussion 3 (Who are today’s Samaritans?)

Background: This is a very well-known story, one that has been adopted many times

into fables, children’s tales, and other tales of morals. The Good Samaritan, and the
reason it is good to not be closed-minded on who we help. Keep in mind, as you read the
text, the status of Samaritans in this day and age, and how they were veywesed

as beneath Jews, and often unworthy to even share land with them.

Questions to ConsiderSamaritans did not choose to be Samaritans. They were born

that way. Who are today’s Samaritans? What help do they need from those of us who are
God’s people? Are they doing a better job of conveying the love of God than we are?
What does this cause us to do?



25. 2 Samuel 11 Discussion 1

Background: The story of David and Bathsheba is a well-known story. A fantastic tale

of the rich and famous, and their lust for more at any cost. Yet, we all know David wasn't
evil. He’s even described as a man after God’s heart. So, the fact that herwptedos

a cautionary tale for us all.

Questions to Consideris there love at play in this story? Is David improperly valuing a
certain love over another type of love? Do we do that? Often? What temptsalk to w
away from a life of pure and true love? What does this cause us to do?

26. 2 Samuel 11 Discussion 2

Background: The story of David and Bathsheba, as any good tale, prompts us to learn a
lesson. David certainly learns a lesson in the end, and Israel is rewardednd.tlfete

the lesson is not easy to learn, nor is it one David is too eager to learn, and it certainly
doesn’t come without a steep price.

Questions to ConsiderWhat lessons of love(s) can we learn from David? How can we
avoid repeating David’'s mistake(s)? How does prioritizing and learning to lifeecd
love help? What does this cause us to do?

27. Discussion on State of Love in the Brotherhood

Background: We are a Brotherhood of Christian men. Love is a theme that runs through
the Bible in many forms, and in many ways. It weaves it's way in and out ofsstanie
prompts us, encourages us, warns us, and surrounds us. It sounds almost like the Force
through Yoda's eyes.

Questions to ConsiderWhat is the state of love in the Brotherhood? What is it at the
level of your chapter? On a National level? In your personal life? What needs
improvement? What is an area of strength? What does this cause us to do?

28. Discussion on Love Taking on a Life of Its Own

Background: Like all things, love is not always a good thing. It seems odd to say, but it
can be manipulated, misused, and twisted. It is not always presented in its most honest
light. We often mistake other things for love, or incorrectly label thingsvasthat are

not love, or label things as not love when they are, in fact, love.

Questions to ConsiderHow does love take on a life of its own? Is this always a bad
thing? How do we prevent it? How have we misused, manipulated, and twisted love?
How have others done the same to us? What does this cause us to do?



29. Discussion on Perception of Love in Society

Background: “Love” is presented in society everywhere we look. In movies, on
television, and in songs, we often see a theme of love. We're given quirky looks at it,
with things like “What's Love Got to Do With It”, and womanizing movies that clam
have a theme of love. It seems as if love at its core and love as it is presented m moder
day society are quite different.

Questions to ConsiderHow is love presented in modern society? How is this different
than the love we know from God and from sharing God? What can we do to help change
the perception and presentation? What does this cause us to do?

30. Discussion on the Four-Fold Purpose and Love

Background: | trust that everyone reading this or planning to discuss this has some
understanding of the four-fold purpose of Sigma Theta Epsilon. But have we considered
the impact of love on each of these statements, or the impact of each of thesenssatem
on love? Review the purpose, and see what you find.

Questions to ConsiderDo all four of the purposes deal with love on some level? Can
we view them in such a way that they can? Which deal with it explicitly, and whath de
with it implicitly? What does this say about love and the purpose of Sigma Theta
Epsilon? What does this cause us to do?
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